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mXvniVTU)^ OF A NEW IMFURIF I)(h; (CYNO^MA^^ 
.MFXKYVNrS) FROAI AIEXKU-^ 

BY DB. C. HART :MFBiaA:\r. 



Tn AFaivh, ESDI, Mr. (’lark F. Streator collerted a 8(‘i*i(‘S often 
skiin'^ and ^;knlls of lA*aine Doo-s at La \\aitura, in tlie extriane 
sonthcastern corner of the Frovince of ( 'oaliiiila, AFcxico, 220 
miles south of Laredo, on the i)oundarv l)etween Texas and 
Mexico. Air. Streator writes tl)at the eolony from wliich these 
animals were obtained was the largest he had ev(*r seen. The 
s])ccies ]>rov(‘s to he new. It resend)h‘s the common ITairie Dog 
of the Great Fdains (G. ladorlrifniff.^)^ hut ditfers from it in Ixang 
somewhat larger and in having a much longer tail. The tail 
dihers further from that of any known Frairie l )og in the extent 
and intensity of the hhu'k on the terminal ])ortion. The black 
(‘()V(‘rs th(‘ distal half below and foi-ms a submarginal band 
around the terminal hall’abov(\ Ixang h(»th moi-e extensiv(‘ and 
blacker in color than in 1 n(hfr}rininis<. 

The new s])eei(.\s may I)c known l)y the following (l('scri])tion : 

Cynomys mexicanus sp. iiov. 

Type Xo. S ad. U. S. Xational ATuseiim (D(‘})artment 

of Agriculture Collection). From La Ventura, Coahuila, Mexico. 
Alar. 24, 4)1. Collected by ( dark F. Stnxitor. (Original Xo. ()2d.l 
Mea-'mre incuts. — Total length, 411); tail vert(Tra\ 107 ; hairs, 
24 -[- [worn off at ti|)s]; hind foot, Ho. 

(rcnerdl (harariers. — The largest species of the genus; similar 
to (Cynomys Indocicianns, but larger, with longer and l)lack(‘r tail. 

( hinr. — ri>[>er ])arts everywhere grizzhxl l)utfy-fiil vous,s])arsely 
mixt^d with long black bail's; under ]>arts and feet bully. Tail 
above: concolor with the back, but with a broad submarginal 
band and tip of l)lack, whicli reaclu\s back more than half th(> 
length of the tail. Tail below: i)roximal lialf bully like bellv, 
waslied with fulvous : distal half black, grizzhxl with bully, from 
the color of the basal part of the hairs, which shows through. 

The type s])ecimen has not completed the spring molt, and 
the posterior two-thirds of the back is pale rufus from the wear- 
ing away of the light tips of the hairs, bringing the subapical 
rufus zone to the surface. AFost of the specimens have com- 
pleted the imdt. 

* Keiul before the Bioloo-ical Society of Washington, 4Iay 14, 18U2. 
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Jlnriam — Description of a Xeiv Prairie Dog. 



Cranial Character :^. — Compared with C. Indovidanns the skull 
is l)n)ader aud shorter, with shorter nasal liones, postor]>ital 
proeesses, and zygomatic arches; jiigals with antero-inferior 
angle not only thickened to form a triangular ]date, l)ut })ro- 
duced downward so as to overhana- and protect from the out- 
side the fossa l)cneath ; horizontal part of jugal broader and 
shorter; ascending arm of jugal much thinner and iiv)t forming 
a noticeal)le i»late between maxillary and lachrymal; audital 
hulke larger and more intiated ; ltasi-occi])ital narrower; frontal 
shield more concave ; i)osterior border of intlected angle of man- 
dible more nearly at right agles to axis of jaw (more scpiarel^' 
truncated); dentition less massive; anterior face of incisors 
strongly yellow (instead of white or fointly straw-colored) ; upper 
incisor with an indistinct groove in front of the inner half. 

The length of the nasals etpials the distance from the anterior 
li]> of the foramen magnum to tlic ]Dosterior edge of the palate. 
In (\ hfdoridanns the nasals are much longer. 

In cranial characters (\ Indaricianns arizoaensis of Mearns, from 
southern Arizona, is in some respects intermediate between true 
Indoricianns and wcxicanns, es]>ecially in th(‘ unusual develop- 
ment of the triangular i)lat(‘ of the jugal, size of tlie audital bulkc, 
and l)rcadth of basi-occi])ital. In the other cranial characters 
here pointed out, C. ine.ricaiins ditlers from C. I. arizonends as 
much as from C. ladorlrianiis pro})er. 



Measnremaits of Spec 'nne ns Collecied of Ci/nomys mexiccinus. 
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